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The Jewish Voice

Temple Beth-El’s Tanakh Study 
Group, which meets most every 
Wednesday, has been studying the book 
of  Ezra, and we are about move into 
the book of  Nehemiah.  Before that, 
we had completed a two-year study of  
the entire book of  Isaiah. 

The Jews who left their temporary 
homes in Babylonia, to where they 
had been exiled around the time of  
the destruction of  the first Temple in 
Jerusalem, were elated at the possibility 
of  returning to Judea to become a 
people in their land once again.  They 
saw their journey (around 538 BCE) as 
a second Exodus, leaving their captivity 
to travel to the promised land.  They 
were grateful that the Persians, who 
had conquered Babylonia, provided 
them with an opportunity to return 
home. 

Once they arrived, they found that 
people who had not gone into exile 
held their motives under suspicion.  
Eventually, the returnees were able 
to fulfill their wish of  building a new 
Temple and reestablishing their society.   

It wouldn’t be as before.  Some 
Jews remained in Babylonia.  These 

Jews in Judea, under the leadership 
of  Ezra the Scribe, gathered for 
public Torah readings.  They heard 
about —and studied—the experiences 
of  their people entering Canaan 
after wanderings in the wilderness, 
establishing the kingdom of  Israel that, 
unfortunately, split in two after the 
death of  King Solomon. 

I wonder if  they were saddened by 
the fact that their march to freedom 
had ended in division.  Psalm 133, the 
source for “Hinei Mah Tov/How good 
it is,” seems to express a longing for 
the two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, to 
reunite. 

The Assyrian conquest of  the 
northern kingdom, around 720 BCE, 
resulted in refugees from the north 
seeking safety in the south.  It wasn’t 
exactly a fulfillment of  the wish of  
Psalm 133, but it did demonstrate that 
descendants of  the people who had 
originally left Egypt together still saw 
themselves as family. 

Jewish history includes all too many 
examples of  divisions between people 
due to ideology and theology, where 
some groups see themselves as the only 
ones who are dedicated to God’s true 
message and the right approach to 
living as a minority in many countries, 
and as a majority in the State of  Israel. 

Passover/Pesach has its own way 
reuniting us. Through disagreements 
and challenges to our well-being, we 
gather at the Seder table to recount 
a story of  moving from slavery to 
freedom, interpreting liberty according 
to our own perspective. 

Emma Lazarus, author of  “The 
New Colossus” poem associated with 

the Statue of  Liberty, once stated what 
she considered to be an essential view 
of  freedom: “Until we are all free, we 
are none of  us free.”  

It is incumbent on each of  us, as 
the Haggadah says, to see ourselves as 
if  WE were freed from Egypt, and to 

answer Emma Lazarus’ challenge of  
working for freedom everywhere.  

May we address that task every day, 
inspired by the prayers, songs, readings, 
and rituals of  Pesach.  

      Rabbi Larry Karol
Temple Beth-El Las Cruces
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There is always a kvetch about Passover. 
It’s either too early or too late. Last year we 
celebrated the Seder at the end of  March 
and this year it will happen toward the end 
of  April. Why the fluid schedule?

While the lunar cycle determines 
our festivals, our seasons follow the sun. 
Since the lunar and solar cycles are off 
by eleven days, and Passover must be 
observed in the spring, keeping a strictly 
lunar calendar would mess everything 
up. To counterbalance the eleven-day 
discrepancy, the Jewish calendar adds a 
thirteenth month every two to three years, 
in what is called a Jewish leap year.

This year we did it again, to ensure the 
seder is held in spring and not during a 
polar vortex.

Why must Passover be in spring? Firstly, 
spring was the season of  our redemption 

from Egypt. G-d timed our journey to the 
desert specifically during a time of  pleasant 
weather so that we be most comfortable. 
But as in everything in Judaism, there is a 
deeper meaning to our springtime exodus.

The ancient Egyptian empire, under 
which the Israelites suffered so terribly, was 
the most progressive of  its time in science, 
culture and technology. No rain falls in 
Egypt, and their agriculture depended on 
the flooding of  the Nile. Through ingenuity 
and innovation, they devised an irrigation 
system by constructing a network of  canals 
and irrigation ditches to water their fields.

Since their abundant sustenance 
resulted from nature and human 
intelligence jointly, they worshipped sheep, 
reminiscent of  the astrological sign of  
Aries-Ram which is predominant in spring 
– the season when nature is refreshed, 

as well as, what they perceived to be, the 
perfect human – Pharaoh. This hedonistic 
attitude bred a culture which tolerated 
and condoned the enslavement of  fellow 
human beings in the most horrid fashion.

Redemption from Egyptian barbarism 
during spring emphasizes that divine 
providence does not exist independently 
of  nature: nature is a tool of  its Creator. 
Matzah (representing miracles) in 
springtime (representing nature) illustrates 
the fusion of  mundane and divine. 

Judaism thrives in the domain of  
day-to-day life and allows us to be bring 
meaning to every moment of  life.

Just as our ancestors anticipated 
freedom through rejecting the faulty 
worship of  nature and observing Mitzvot 
given to them by G-d, we must hasten 
the coming redemption today through 

observing more Mitzvot and encouraging 
others to do the same.

Best wishes for a Kosher and Joyous 
Pesach!

Rabbi Levi Greenberg
Chabad Lubavitch – El Paso

On Friday evening, April 19, Jews 
the world over will be celebrating the 
first night of  Passover with a traditional 
meal called the “Seder.” During the 
Seder, we observe various traditions 
such as eating the “Matzah” – an 
unleavened cracker – with horseradish 
and drinking four cups of  wine. All of  
these rituals are reminders of  the Jewish 
people’s exodus from Egypt 3,331 years 
ago. Our ancestors’ miraculous escape 
from oppression to freedom has served 
as a source of  inspiration for many 

generations and will do so for many 
more to come. 

A central theme of  this holiday is 
asking questions and providing relevant 
answers so that children will understand 
the significance of  this celebration. 
I, however, find myself  asking year-
after-year the same question: what 
meaning does an ancient story and 
its associated ceremony hold for the 
average American in 2019? How can 
we look at events which transpired so 
long ago and still be spiritually inspired 

by them? 
The answer lies in the Talmudic 

dictum: In every generation a person 
must feel as if  he or she was liberated 
from Egypt. In other words, we have 
a responsibility to make an ancient 
experience important to us living in 
modern times. We achieve this by 
recognizing that the imprisonment 
from which the ancient Hebrews 
sought emancipation is conceptually 
still present. 

Slavery finds many forms and takes 
on various appearances. In days of  
old, it was depicted by a whip-toting 
taskmaster hovering over a slave with 
a chain wrapped around his ankle. 
Today, bondage is often found in our 
jobs, relationships and attitudes where 
we find ourselves addicted to a certain 
negative trait and find it excruciatingly 
difficult to “break free.” Sometimes we 
are trapped in a bad relationship with 
no easy way out. Then there are those 
who are enslaved to material items and 
cannot possibly fathom life without 
them. Are these not the modern-day 
equivalent of  slavery? 

Therefore, every year as we begin the 
holiday of  Passover and the celebration 
of  freedom, we are reminded that the 
stories we recount and the rituals we 

observe are more about a commitment 
to the present than reminiscing about 
the past. During this time of  year, we 
once again reaffirm our obligation to 
fight all forms of  bigotry, negativity 
and slavery - be they within or without. 
And, most important, we devote 
ourselves to being positive members of  
society at a time when we all crave the 
most priceless blessing of  all: peace on 
earth. 

With best wishes for an uplifting 
Passover, 

Rabbi Bery Schmukler
Chabbad Las Cruces

During the Festival of  Pesach the Jewish 
people introduced to the world over three 
millennia ago the idea that signs from God 
are extremely vital to bringing people to 
Hashem and that when they are used to 
motivate children then their importance 
is even magnified further. Millions of  Jews 
will gather this month in their homes and 
also in the synagogue to observe a Passover 
Seder. 

And do you know why we will go to 
all the trouble of  having a Seder plate and 
preparing special foods and hiding the 
Afikomen and listening to the four questions 
and refraining from eating leavened bread? 

It is because on the evening of  the 
Exodus from Egypt God commanded us to 
prepare for our freedom by observing the 
Pesach, and the Lord especially wanted the 
children to take part as we read in Exodus 
XII: 24-26 “You shall observe this as an 
institution for all time, for you and your 
children. And when you enter the land that 
the Lord gives you, as He has promised, 
you shall observe this service. And when 
your children ask you, ‘What do you mean 

by this service?’ You shall say, ‘It is the 
Passover sacrifice to the Lord, because, He 
passed over the houses of  the Israelites in 
Egypt when God smote the Egyptians, but 
saved our homes!’”

Yes, all of  us celebrate with our children 
to keep alive the story of  Pesach in our 
homes and in our communities through 
observing the signs and symbols of  the 
Seder service. I can’t emphasize enough 
how vitally important it is for us, the 
descendants of  our ancestors who were 
Hebrew slaves for four hundred years, to 
become passionate about the freedom that 
we have to practice our Judaism freely, 
to be grateful that we have a homeland 
in Israel today, and to appreciate all that 
we can benefit from the teachings and 
values of  Judaism and specifically by fully 
participating in the services and activities of  
our wonderful community. 

A few years ago I represented the 
Jewish community in an interfaith dialogue 
on peace at the YWCA. Clergy and 
representatives of  Islam, the Anglican 
Church, Buddhism, Roman Catholic, and 

Bahai also participated. How satisfying 
it felt to show the entire community the 
marvelous values and traditions of  Judaism. 

And so, as we prepare for Passover 
this year, let me suggest that we also fully 
appreciate the great teachings and practices 
of  our people. We have so much to be 
proud of  and to be passionate about and 
yet we tend to take our Judaism for granted. 

Am I suggesting that we stand on street 
corners and proclaim our beliefs to the 
world? Of  course not. That is not the Jewish 
way, but on the other hand, Passover should 
motivate us to become more involved in our 
community, especially with the children! 

We should observe Shabbat and 
all of  our festivals, not just Pesach (and 
Chanukah). We should make individual 
and family trips to Israel. We need to 
become active volunteers in this wonderful 
community. We should each become 
passionate about our love for Judaism by 
really demonstrating that love through 
really doing something for the various 
synagogues in town, Israel, and our people. 

May I suggest that this year at our 

Passover Seder we ask the fifth question and 
give reference to our Jewish teenagers in El 
Paso and to the children of  our Hebrew 
slaves at the time of  Moses, “What does 
Judaism really mean to me, my children, 
and my family? What more can I do to 
make my life more fulfilling as a member of  
the Jewish People?”

Have a wonderful, healthy, meaningful 
and happy Pesach,

                                                                
Rabbi Stephen A. Leon

Congregation B’nai Zion

Rabbi Bery Schmukler

Rabbi Steven Leon
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It’s Gotta Be in Spring

What Pesach means in 2019 

Passover’s messages to all of  us

Rabbi Levi Greenberg
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Tuesday, the 11th of  Nissan (April 
16), will mark the 117th birthday of  the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe.

The Talmud relates that when the 
wicked Haman endeavored to determine 
the most opportune time to annihilate 
the Jewish people, he was delighted that 

the result of  his lottery was the month 
of  Adar. Moses, the beloved and eternal 
leader of  the Jewish nation had passed 
away on that month - surely a bad omen 
for the Jews. Unknown to him, Moses was 
born in Adar as well and this tremendous 
merit neutralized all of  Haman’s nefarious 
designs, culminating in his defeat and our 
salvation.

Our generation has been gifted with a 
leader of  historic proportions. The Rebbe’s 
impact on the global Jewish community 
is unmatched in close to a millennium 
of  Jewish scholarship and leadership. 
In addition to the Rebbe’s monumental 
accomplishments on the communal level, 
it was his attention to even the seemingly 
small and insignificant that expresses the 
Rebbe’s true greatness.

Before entering the synagogue for the 
mincha (afternoon) service, the Rebbe 

customarily distributed coins for charity 
to the children there who would deposit 
them in the large charity box mounted at 
the synagogue entrance. My cousin (today 
the dean of  a prestigious yeshiva in Beitar, 
Israel) was ten years old and short and had 
difficulty reaching the opening of  the box. 
Noticing this, the Rebbe lifted him up so 
that he could reach.

Nothing and no one was insignificant or 
on the periphery and everything was done 
with enthusiasm and alacrity. This was the 
Rebbe’s modus operandi in fulfilling his 
mission of  helping every individual and 
how he educated a generation of  leaders.

Although the Rebbe’s physical presence 
is no longer with us, his life continues to 
thrive through the innumerable human 
beings inspired by his teachings and 
example every day. On his birthday, this 
towering beacon of  light is refreshed and 

shines brighter than ever.
Birthdays are an appropriate time for 

gifts. To his many followers and admirers 
that wished to prepare a gift in honor of  
the auspicious day, the Rebbe clarified that 
he most appreciates additional time and 
effort invested in Torah study, increased 
tzedaka giving and doing more to share 
the beauty of  Judaism with fellow Jews.

Let us present the Rebbe a gift he will 
surely appreciate. Make a commitment 
to devote more time for Torah study on 
a consistent basis and share what you 
learn with family and friends. As Pesach 
approaches, be sure that all your Jewish 
acquaintances have been invited to a seder.

Best wishes for a Kosher and Joyous 
Pesach!

Rabbi Yisrael Greenberg
Chabad Lubavitch – El Paso

Rabbi Yisrael Greenberg

Rabbi Ben Zeidman
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In the Talmud we are reminded that 
too much laughter and joy is not ideal, as 
there are those in this world who suffer.

Mar, the son of  Rabina, made a 
marriage feast for his son.  He saw that 
the Rabbis were growing very merry, so 
he brought a precious cup and broke it 
before them, and they became serious 
(Ein Yaakov, Berakhot 5:2).  Still today at a 
wedding a glass is broken to ensure we do 
not become overly happy and forget about 
those who endure pain and anguish. The 
people who endured hardship during our 
own history (including the sadness at the 
destruction of  Jerusalem in ancient times).

During Passover we celebrate the 
exodus from Egypt, our departure from 
slavery. It is one of  the most joyous 
moments of  our collective story. And yet, 
we know that the story of  the Exodus was 
not without suffering.

We read in our Torah: “Thus the 

Eternal delivered Israel that day from 
the Egyptians, Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the shore of  the sea.” There is a 
tradition that at this moment, the angels 
wanted to chant hymns of  delight.  God, 
however, silenced them by asking, “How 
can you sing hymns when my creatures 
are perishing?” (Meg 10b).  We see this too 
in Proverbs when we read: “Do not rejoice 
when your enemy falls and let not your 
heart be glad when he stumbles” (Prov 
24:17).

As we come together this month to 
celebrate Passover with family and friends, 
we are reminded to recite the story as if  
we, ourselves, were slaves. We might be 
tempted, though, to make Passover an 
observance which is strictly celebratory 
– to solely enjoy the time with people we 

love and celebrate around a beautifully set 
table. 

But if  we do not take a moment to 
acknowledge the ongoing challenges faced 
by so many in our world, we are missing a 
great deal of  the message. We are lucky to 
have freedom. Passover is about avoiding 
the tendency to take that luck for granted. 
Our freedom requires us to work for the 
freedom of  others. Our well-being requires 
us to fight for the well-being of  others. 

Our people’s story compels us to work 
hard to ensure no one suffers the way we 
have. Let us allow our sacred celebration 
to inspire us to make the world a place 
worthy of  Divine presence. 

Rabbi Ben Zeidman
Temple Mount Sinai

Celebrate, but remember those who suffer

Mazel Tov, Rebbe!

As I prepare for Passover, I find 
myself  thinking about the four children 
of  the hagaddah: the wise, the wicked, 
the simple and the one who does not even 
know how or what to ask. These four 

personalities are present at our Seder 
tables as symbols of  the diversity of  our 
community. Everyone is welcome to 
participate in our Passover celebration. 

On the surface, the message of  the 
four children projects an image of  
community that engenders pride. Every 
community should strive to satisfy the 
needs of  the wise, to intellectually and 
spiritually engage those who enjoy such 
stimulation. We should also welcome 
those who may feel less than adequate 
in their personal commitments, they 
are not sinners, they are not evil. They 
are struggling and deserve our warm 
embrace. 

There are those who are happy just 
belonging and are not looking for more. 
They value community and we value 

them. And then there are those who are 
not sure why they are here, but they are 
here! They are drawn to our table, but 
are not ready to ask questions; they are 
looking for their place. 

For me, the four children of  Passover 
celebrate who we are as a Jewish 
community. El Paso celebrates its 
diversity every day and, for me, this is a 
blessing.  

But, in truth, there are more than 
four children. A Hasidic Rebbe once 
taught that at the Seder we should also 
concern ourselves with the fifth child. 
This may seem confusing because 
the Haggadah only mentions four. 
According to this teaching, this child is 
the one not at the Seder; it is not that she 
is not wise, wicked, simple or not able to 

question, it is that s/he is not present. 
This child reminds us that in every 
community there are people we don’t 
know. We know they are there, but have 
yet to find a way to touch them and let 
them know that we care about them and 
welcome them to join us without bias 
or prejudice. This teaching says that, as 
Jews, we should not only be concerned 
with those who join us at our table, but 
also those who are not yet there.  

Everyone has a place at our Seder 
table, everyone has a place within the 
Jewish community. This is the message 
of  the fifth child and until we answer 
their cry, can we ever truly be free? 

Rabbi Scott Rosenberg
Congregation B’nai Zion

Reaching the one missing at our tables

Rabbi Scott Rosenberg 

Todah Rabah!  Thank You To Our Volunteers
Hatikvah Concert

Lori Gaman           Wendy Siegel

Borderland’s Café Europa
Rochelle Saks

Federation Office Volunteer
Scott Stevens 

Federation Board Campaign Callers
Leslie Beckoff

Stephanie Calvo
Cindy Graff Cohen 

Loree Furman

Monika Kimball
Eitan Lavi

Ophra Leyser-Whalen
Janet Wechter

To get involved with Jewish Federation activities or 
volunteer, please email sbendalin@jfedelpaso.org
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On Sunday, March 3, nearly a dozen 
families with preschool aged children 
gathered for a joint program between 
the Federation’s PJ Library and the J 
Center for Early Learning.  Children 
worked with their grown-ups to create 
puppets that reflected images from works 
of  art by Jewish artist Marc Chagall. 
Using felt, scissors and craft glue, families 
turned their visions into reality.  At the J 
Center, students are encouraged to try 
varied techniques to visualize and then 
create works of  art, and PJ Library was 
happy to partner and support this kind 
of  exploration, too! Fine motor skills are 
fun to develop!

After the puppet-creation workshop, 
the children watched a five-minute 
condensed - and very funny! - puppet 
show version of  the Purim story.  Many 
of  the kids helped out by boo-ing Haman 

(played by an adorable tiger puppet) and 
by cheering and laughing for the other 
characters as they appeared.  After 
watching the performance, the children 
took great joy in presenting their own 
stories using their own puppets.  It was 
quite mesmerizing to watch them create 
and communicate their stories.

To learn more about the Jewish 
Federation’s PJ Library programs and 
how to receive free Jewish-interest 
books for young children every month, 
please contact our PJ Library program 
professional, Alison Westermann at 
915-842-9554 or pjlibrary@jfedelpaso.
org.  Follow us on Facebook (facebook.
com/pjlibraryelpaso) and on the Jewish 
Federation of  Greater El Paso website 
(www.jewishelpaso.org/pjlibrary).
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PuppetPalooza
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Ruth’s Matzo Brei for 
two people 

6 | April 2019

When grandchildren and friends visit 
Yiddish bubbas (grandmas) the nine-letter 
word they hear most often is “Essessess!” 
(Eateateat). And why not? Is there 
anything better than enjoying a bowl of  

bubba’s chicken soup with matzo balls or 
kreplach?  In addition to its connection 
to rituals and celebrations, Jewish food 
connotes affection, and, most of  all, our 
cultural heritage.

Reading “The 100 Most Jewish Foods: 
A Highly Debatable List” (Artisan Books, 
2019), a fabulous collection of  essays/
anecdotes and recipes put together by 
Alana Newhouse, editor-in-chief  of  
“Tablet” magazine, I was transported 
back to my delicious childhood. Released 
March 20, this is not just another 
Jewish cookbook. It’s more of  a “list” of  
significant Jewish foods – many of  which 
are no longer cooked at home. Above all, 
it’s funny and entertaining; paraphrasing 

the Levy’s Jewish rye bread ads from the 
1960’s: “you don’t have to be Jewish to 
love” this book!

The list of  contributors includes 
well-known writers, chefs and fressers – 
including non-Jewish admirers of  our 
food. I was reminded of  my mom’s mouth 
watering pot roasted brisket when I read 
the essay by noted food writers Amanda 
Hesser and Merrill Stubbs: “Why are 
two shiksas writing about brisket for an 
anthology about Jewish foods? Because 
we are jealous. Jealous that we didn’t 
grow up…with gloriously fatty, juicy, 
supple brisket…with a thick layer of  fat 
that naturally bastes the meat as it cooks, 
making it impossible to ruin.”

Standards and specialties
The 60 recipes scattered through the 

book include standards like matzo balls, 
kreplach, chopped liver, borscht, babka 
and hamantaschen; other goodies include 
kasha varnishkes, gefilte fish, cholent, 
kugel and mohn kichlach.

The book caters to both Ashkenazic 
and Sephardic tastes. Cookbook author 
Leah Koenig’s Passover recipe for Mina 
de Matzo – a dish made from layered 
softened matzo sheets (lasagna style) 
which can be filled with veggies, cheese or 
meat - is a keeper. Writer Rachel Figueroa 
de Zimmerman describes sofrito, a dish 
of  Spanish origin, which has been enjoyed 
by Sephardic communities around the 
world for centuries. Zimmerman says the 
traditional recipe varies: “Two Jews, three 
sofritos!”

I remember mom always had a jar 
of  schmaltz (rendered chicken fat) in 
our refrigerator. Cookbook writer Jeffrey 
Yoskowitz offers an essay on schmaltz’s 
recent return to favor with directions for 
rendering. Better still, actor Joshua Malina 
explains schmaltz’s wonderful byproduct: 
gribenes/griven – little pieces of  chicken 
skin fried in the schmaltz (like cracklings – 
Jewish soul food!). 

Passover favorites
Passover gets its fair share of  recipes 

and essays in Newhouse’s book. In 
her essay on Matzo Balls, cookbook 
writer Joan Nathan writes: “Here is my 
considered judgment: No Jewish dish—
not one—is as comforting or iconic as the 
matzo ball … there is no ambrosia quite 
like matzo balls floating in homemade 
chicken broth…” Not all matzo balls are 
light and airy – some of  my friends’ moms 
made matzo balls that could serve as 
paperweights! If  you’re using a packaged 
mix and want very light “floaters,” 
Nathan suggests adding baking powder or 
soda water.

Writer David Samuels writes about his 
annual Matzo Brei preparation – breaking 
his matzo over a colander so he can save 
precious crumbs. I’m not that fussy – 
what’s a few crumbs here and there? But 
– his admonition to serve the basic matzo 
brei with maple syrup is just the way my 
live-in feinschmecker (gourmet) likes it. I 
have made matzo brei with fruit, veggies 
- even lox and onions over the years – but 
there’s nothing quite like the first plain, 

unadorned matzo brei of  each Passover 
holiday. I use one matzo sheet per person 
with whole eggs and egg whites.
“Most Jewish” foods

The “Highly Debatable List” in the 
book’s title is understandable. We all have 
our favorites. I missed my dad’s favorite 
appetizer – retach mit schmaltz – grated 
black radish mixed with schmaltz, which 
my mom served on dark pumpernickel 
or corn rye bread. On the other hand, 
including ptcha was a surprise; I thought 
my mom was the only person who ever 
prepared this “delicacy” – jellied calves’ 
feet. The finished dish smelled good, but 
I wouldn’t touch it after seeing her wash 
the feet. 

From writer and podcast producer 
Elissa Goldstein’s essay on leftovers: 
“Every Jewish family, regardless of  
ethnicity or nationality, has a history of  
hunger. It’s why we’re so anxious about 
not having enough—which is why we’re 
now often left with too much.”  Leftovers 
are an opportunity to be creative in the 
kitchen and my live-in feinschmecker 
has enjoyed some “new” dishes made 
with leftovers more than the originals! 
Goldstein included the classic Calvin 
Trillin quote: “The most remarkable thing 
about my mother is that for thirty years 
she served the family nothing but leftovers. 
The original meal has never been found.”

Ruth Taber 
Member of  the International Association of  

Culinary Professionals
taber.ruth@gmail.com

2 sheets of  matzo 
1 whole egg
3 egg whites
Salt, pepper to taste
1-2 tablespoons olive oil (or 
butter) for fry pan

• Place matzos in bowl of  water, 
breaking gently into one- to 
two-inch pieces. Soak about 2 
minutes. Drain carefully; you 
don’t want the matzos to fall 
apart completely.
• Beat whole egg and whites, 
add salt and pepper and pour 

over drained broken matzo 
pieces.
• Use 8-inch fry pan (for more 
matzos, eggs, use larger pan)
• Heat oil in fry pan over 
medium-high.
• Pour in matzo brei batter and 
fry about 3-4 minutes on one 
side, flip with spatula and fry 
another 2-3 minutes.
• Serve hot – with fruit, maple 
syrup or, just plain.  
Variations: add onions, 
veggies, fruit or nuts to the 
matzo batter before frying.

“The 100 Most Jewish Foods”
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Our memories  – our brains – are 
funny things. They oversimplify. They 
label and categorize. They strive for 
sense, often when the world simply 
doesn’t make much. Stephanie Coontz 
writes about the “nostalgia trap” as 
applied to the American family: “The 
actual complexity of  our history… gets 
buried under the weight of  an idealized 
image.” (The Way We Never Were, 1). 
Nostalgia is not just a longing for the past. 
It’s a recreation of  the world as it was and 
as it is into something we can understand.

So, too, with Jewish education. We 
imagine that there was once a linear 
path – preschool, day school or Hebrew/ 
Sunday school or Talmud Torah, youth 
group, Hillel, and then marriage and 
synagogue life and the start of  the new 
journey of  the children of  the once-
students. Our imaginations have glossed 
over those for whom that path held little 
meaning.

And yet, we do have what were once 
normative practices, Jewish educational 
rituals. The path in its entirety may be 
romanticized, but it is still true that there 
are legacy organizations and experiences 
in Jewish institutional life and certainly 
in Jewish educational life – organizations 
that once comprised the primary 
opportunities to learn about, explore, or 
celebrate Judaism and that have adeptly 
served the core of  the community.

Federations’ support for Jewish 
education and specifically for these 
legacy institutions expanded slowly after 
World War II and then quickly in the 
1990s. Also in the 1990s opportunities 
to explore Judaism – and that typical 
path through Jewish learning – began 
to change. Through a convergence of  
American start-up culture, growth of  
private philanthropy, and Federations’ 
and philanthropists’ attachment of  Jewish 
education to Jewish continuity, the Jewish 
educational landscape exploded. Jewish 
education moved into places outside of  
and in addition to the classroom, and 
expanded beyond childhood. Particularly 
in the context of  a free market supported 
by independent philanthropists with 
significant resources, entrepreneurial 
educators could pursue their good ideas, 
launching all kinds of  options. Diversity 
came to rule.

This shift from ‘path’ to ‘choice’ 
occurred simultaneously with a similar 
shift in the broader culture. Unbundling 
came to dominate consumer choice, where 
we no longer demand complementary 
services from singular institutions and 
businesses. We stopped working for the 
same institution over decades toward a 
gold watch. The ritual of  participating in 
certain institutional experiences became 
weaker. And the entrepreneurial ethos 
became stronger.

But let’s not romanticize this shift, 
either. An audience remains for core 
institutions and even for the traditional 
path of  Jewish education. From a 
policy perspective, from a Federation 
perspective, core institutions are critical 
in supporting and strengthening the 
core of  the community. (And, of  course, 

the leadership of  legacy organizations is 
working tirelessly to update our strategies 
and business practices, committed to 
reaching our missions in ways that 
work in the 21st century – though 

that’s a different article.) Sociologically, 
a core anchors a community, setting a 
bar for commitment, connection, and 
observance: The stronger the core, the 
stronger the entire community. Moreover, 
Federations have an obligation to each 
family and household to help them 
engage as deeply as they’d like. Our 
legacy institutions play particular and 
deep roles that matter. Some individuals 
and families will only ever participate 
in communal Jewish life through these 
legacy institutions.

And yet, some will only ever participate 
in communal Jewish life outside of  these 
legacy institutions, actively looking for 
the nontraditional, for the new, and some 
will dance between both systems. And 
so, to paraphrase Rabbi Michael Uram, 
a great challenge of  21st century Jewish 
life is that of  supporting two simultaneous 
operating systems. We need to ensure 
that both systems – the legacy and the 
start-up – are strong. Even while we are 
supporting entrepreneurs to reimagine 
Jewish education, we also must help 
legacy organizations maximize their 
opportunities to live their missions in the 
world.

For Federations, this support can 
involve providing significant resources – 
financial and technical (building capacity) 
– to legacy and new institutions, seeing 
legacy grantmaking practices with new 
lenses, and bringing the new to legacy 
institutions. For example:

Federations, Foundations, or the two 
working together in about a dozen large 
communities across North America 
have comprehensive approaches 
to maximizing enrollment in their 
communities’ day schools. This often 
involves supporting schools’ efforts to 
expand their endowments, incentivizing 
enrollment by lowering tuition, creating 
joint marketing efforts that offer a unified 
school website and a school recruiter/ 
school choice specialist, convening school 
leadership to find collaborations that 
will strengthen teaching and learning 
and create efficiencies, and investing 

directly in a variety of  resources (STEM, 
encounters with Israel) to strengthen 
teaching and learning. In total, the 
Federation system invests approximately 
$90 million dollars annually in day 
schools, and Large Federations’ support 
averages approximately $4 million 
annually, per Federation.

Several Federations are investing 
deeply in synagogue leadership and 
growth, providing resources directly 
from Federation. As example, Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of  Greater Boston’s 
Leadership Development Institute 
has provided leadership education for 
synagogue board members; The Jewish 
Federation of  Northern New Jersey’s 
Synagogue Leadership Initiative offers 
seminars to all synagogue leaders on 

a range of  topics related to synagogue 
growth and health. In New York, 
SYNERGY has provided leading 
resources on critical topics in synagogue 
life, from reimagining membership 
structures to best practice CRM systems.

The vast majority of  Federations 
support Hillels – where a small Federation 
doesn’t have a Hillel, it often supports 
Hillel International. We estimate a total 
of  approximately $25 million allocated 
to the Hillel system annually across 
Federations.

Jewish Community Centers continue 
to receive foundational funding from 
Federations, $50 million annually in 
undesignated allocations and additional 
tens of  millions in designated funding 
for family engagement, preschool, 
day camp, and additional purposes 
(for Jewish education and engagement 
and also human service needs). Jewish 
Community Centers are implementing 
partners for new and traditional initiatives 
and experimental spaces themselves for 
managing two operating systems.

Federations’ allocations processes 
were historically focused on a fixed set of  
institutions that were part of  the process. 
To receive ongoing funds, agencies have 
held “beneficiary status” and engaged in 
certain understandings with Federation. 
But to support and respond to a new 
landscape, many Federations have shifted 
the rules or developed new grantmaking 
procedures outside of  the traditional 
allocations process. “Innovation” grant 
cycles are open to any institution in the 
community, including start-ups and 
synagogues. In a few communities, 
beneficiary status has been eliminated, 
and all agencies and organizations, 
including synagogues, are possible 
partners. A strategic grantmaking lens lets 
Federations make grants toward a specific 
social purpose, working with anyone who 
can help to achieve that purpose, the 
legacy and the new.

Some Federations have made efforts 
to elevate entrepreneurs directly. At 
the time that PresenTense merged with 

UpStart, Federations were partnering 
with PresenTense to identify and 
cultivate the work of  local entrepreneurs, 
recognizing, strengthening, and giving 
attention to their ideas and organizations. 
(The UpStart collaboration continues; see 
below.) Federations reach out to growing 
local organizations that answer critical 
needs, providing technical assistance 
and helping them become rooted and 
strong. Federations’ interfaith work fits 
this description, at about $1.5 million 
spent annually, often representing grants 
to small organizations or chapters of  a 
national organization.

Finally, several Federations have 
brought new ways of  thinking and 
working to legacy organizations, often 
directly from the start-up landscape. 
In Chicago’s Jewish United Fund, 
Federation is working with UpStart to 
lead a process with synagogue schools to 
identify bottom-up strategies to address 
challenges. Federation professionals 
just participated in the annual Kenissa 
conference, learning from, with, 
and about communities of  meaning. 
Leadership of  legacy organizations 
are interested, of  course, in the ideas 
developed by the start-up landscape. The 
operating systems aren’t and actually 
don’t need to be separate.

In talking about strengthening two 
operating systems, we haven’t yet spoken 
about the content of  those operating 
systems. And yet, this is where Federations 
can help the two speak to each other in the 
most palpable and meaningful ways. The 
start-up world in Jewish education, often 
represented in “engagement” rhetoric, 
elevates principles of  experiential 
education – that education should be life-
based, relational, and rooted in doing. 
And, it invokes principles of  outreach, 
that Jewish education becomes accessible 
and that diverse options speak to many 
interests and perspectives. These five 
principles – life-based, relational, rooted 
in doing, accessible, and diverse – are 
principles that we have extrapolated 
from the engagement landscape and are 
emphasizing in Jewish education across 
all settings. And they aren’t foreign, of  
course, to legacy organizations (or to 
Jewish education); this is a conversation 
to which many are contributing. When 
we all work together, legacy and new, we 
can identify how to learn from each other 
to update all of  our work for the zeitgeist 
today.

Over a century ago, Rav Avraham 
Kook wrote, “The old shall be renewed, 
and the new shall be made holy.” He 
was helping the burgeoning Jewish state 
to bring to life ancient agricultural laws 
(shmita, resting the land every seventh 
year). The members of  the yishuv were 
exploring the relevance of  a legacy, of  
their (our) traditional inheritance, trying 
to understand if  it could work in their 
present day. So too, we are doing more 
than managing two separate systems. Our 
legacy institutions, including Federations, 
were created in a cultural moment that 
is radically different than the world in 
which we live today. We are all working to 
ensure that both legacy and start-up are 
firmly rooted in the present moment, and 
we are ensuring that all of  our work is 
infused with our sacred Jewish tradition.

Our challenges in making Jewish 
communities strong are great today; 
we need all Jewish organizational 
stakeholders in the game, as capable as 
possible. There is no choice here, only 
opportunity to work and succeed together.

Beth Cousens
Associate Vice President 

Jewish Education and Engagement
The Jewish Federations of  North America

A Federation Calling: Making the Old New and the New Holy

Courtesy JFNA

 It’s hard to believe that the Jewish 
Federation has been part of  El Paso’s 
landscape for 82 years, but it has. Over the 
decades, our community and our Federation 
have gone through ups and downs, but we 
have withstood the challenges and persevered.  

 Looking at our Jewish institutions 
and those that have closed their doors or 
are having trouble sustaining themselves 
saddens me, but this community is full of  
determined, savvy, intelligent people and if  
we all work together, the possibilities are 
endless.  The following article spoke to me 

personally because my vision as Federation 
president is to bring our community together, 
find solutions, share resources and succeed 
together.  

We all need one another; we are better 
together. 

Janet Wechter
President

Jewish Federation of  Greater El Paso

(Article by Beth Cousens reprinted 
with permission from eJewishPhilanthropy, 
March 18, 2019)
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Borderland’s Café Europa

Temple Beth-El 
spring programs

Camp Shamayim: 
Register now! 

“Terrific!” That’s how Guy 
Hauptman, a regular at the bi-weekly 
Borderland’s Café Europa, reacted 
to the Federation’s Café Europa on 
February 20.

The food table outdid itself, offering 
a colorful assortment of  attractive 
items:  eggplant parmesan, a pasta 
salad with a touch of  garlic and a 
variety of  fruits and vegetables.  The 
food experience had folks coming back 
for more.

After the satisfying feast, Café 
attendees were treated to a musical 
program Federation President Janet 
Wechter had cooked up for them. 
We were treated to a performance 
by three musicians in town for a 
special UTEP concert presented by 

El Pasos Pro-Musica and the El Paso 
Holocaust Museum. Two sisters – 
daughters of  Holocaust survivors – 
played cello and clarinet with a pianist 
accompanying them. They enhanced 
their performance by talking to their 
listeners about the music.

The highlight of  the mini-concert 
was a soulful rendition of  Hatikvah.  
The trio was helped out on this, and 
other pieces, by three local cellists.

While the afternoons at the Café 
have been sometimes quite memorable, 
this February meeting was one the 
Café folks won’t forget anytime soon. 
Thank you, musicos, Janet Wechter and 
Sylvia Cohen for putting this program 
together.

Paul Geneson

On February 24, about 80 people 
from the Las Cruces community 
assembled at Temple Beth-El for the 
program, “Israel and Understanding 
Antisemitism.”  The event was 
planned by the Israel Committee of  
Temple Beth-El, which is chaired by 
Phil Alkon.  Win Jacobs moderated the 
event that featured four videos relevant 
to the topic. 

The congregation’s major spring 
event is the annual Jewish Food and 
Folk Festival on Sunday, April 7, from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the temple 
at 3980 Sonoma Springs Avenue. 
The celebration is a festive way to 
spend a Sunday and enjoy delicious 
Jewish specialties. See the ad on page 
11 for details! 

El Paso children will once again 
be treated to two months of  fun this 
summer at The J Center for Early 
Learning.  This summer’s theme is 
“Amazing World Adventures” so 
Camp Shamayim’s weekly sessions 
will “take” our campers around the 
world from June 3 – July 26.  There 
will be swimming, tennis, field trips and 
lots of  STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art and math) activities 
themed around the different countries.  

Camp will serve children age 1-11 
and will run from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
for ages 1 and 2 and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. for ages 3-11.  We’ll also be open 
from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. for 
anyone who needs before or after care. 
Hot lunches will be available as will 

specialties of  each of  the countries such 
as samosas from India, dumplings from 
China and falafel from Israel.  

Register by May 15 and you’ll get 
$15 off your first week, so sign up now.  
Space is limited and our bunks are 
filling up.  Hope to see you there!

On March 10, Temple Beth-El Religious School students and faculty baked hamentaschen 
and prepared bags for fulfilling the Purim mitzvah of Mishloach Manot.

Dr. Richard Melzer spoke at Temple Beth-El Las Cruces on the topic, “The Swastika in New 
Mexico Culture and History,” on Sunday, March 10.  Following the program, congregant (and 
founding Temple member) Frances Williams discussed with Dr. Melzer some of the events 
he described during his talk.  
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Good Deeds Day: Sunday, April 7

Good Deeds Day Projects

Beth-El Students
voice their concerns

Pomegranate Giving 
Society

Good Deeds Day is a worldwide 
mitzvah day celebrated each April. On 
this day, millions of  people choose to 
volunteer and help others, putting into 
practice the simple idea that every single 
person can do something good to improve 
the lives of  others and positively change 
the world.

The Jewish Federation of  Greater El 
Paso has sponsored Good Deeds Day since 
2016. In 2017, 60 volunteers participated 
in four social action projects: Habitat for 
Humanity, Jardin de los Milagros, Frontera 
Land Alliance and Villa Maria. In 2018, 
nearly 200 volunteers participated in eight 
projects. 

GDD-19 will take place April 7 

with eight very different projects. For 
information about these projects and to 
sign up on a first-come, first-served basis, 
please visit jewishelpaso.org/gooddeeds 
and invite some friends. The website 
provides meeting place addresses, times, 
and age recommendations and requests 
for each activity. When you register for a 
specific project, you will receive full details.

Many thanks to David Kern and Neal 
Rosendorf  and other members of  the 
Jewish Community Relations Committee 
for coordinating Good Deeds Day. It is 
always one of  the highlights of  our year at 
the Jewish Federation – and thank you in 
advance to all those volunteering to make 
a difference in our community!

Jardin de los Milagros: 
12:30 to 4:00 p.m.
Meet at the farm near La Union to 
plant seeds, prepare the soil for summer 
planting, and harvest winter crops for 
distribution to Kelly Memorial Food 
Pantry and West Texas Food Bank.  
Keystone Heritage Park: 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Meet at the nature garden on 
Doniphan Drive for spring clean-up, 
gardening work, and trail building.
Villa Maria: 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Help prepare and serve dinner for the 
women living in the shelter on Oregon 
Street downtown.
Children’s Projects: 
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Visit Temple Mount Sinai for a hands-

on social action project for young 
children which includes preparing food 
pantry birthday bags and Salvation 
Army comfort kits.
Hospice El Paso: 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Meet at the Federation offices on Mesa 
Street to complete blankets and pillows 
for El Paso’s only nonprofit hospice 
organization. 
Shoe Drive: 
Temple Mount Sinai is the collections 
spot for new and used socks and shoes 
(preferably tennis shoes) for children to 
be donated to those in need. 

More information on website:
Annunciation House Needs Drive
Drag Queen Story Hour

The following letter was written by some 
of  the students in Temple Beth-El’s Sunday 
School class and sent to members of  the 
Muslim community in Las Cruces.

We, the 7th-10th grade class of  
Temple Beth-El Las Cruces, are sorry 
about the devastating loss of  life in the 
Muslim community of  Christchurch, 
New Zealand, because of  the shootings 
perpetrated by one individual who 
held hateful views. No one deserves to 
be the victim of  violence, and no one, 
especially, deserves to be the object of  
misunderstanding and hatred because 
of  his or her faith.

We, as Jews, believe that all 
humanity is like family, and that the 
many beliefs the Jews and Muslims hold 
in common have a way of  drawing us 
together in respectful community.  We 
support you, our fellow Las Cruces 
community members of  the Islamic 
Center, and we hope that no further 
attacks of  hate or violence will target 
either of  our communities here or 
anywhere in the world.

Hannah, Casey, Kaila, Elizabeth and 
Rabbi Larry Karol

Temple Beth-El

The pomegranate is one of  the 
seven fruits named in the Bible, said 
to contain 613 seeds – one for each of  
the commandments (mitzvot) found 
in the Torah. This ancient symbol 
is one of  the oldest found in Jewish 
art and ritual. It has been carved 
in the entranceways of  the earliest 
synagogues, woven into fabrics, and 
hammered into silver and gold. The 
intricate covers for the handles of  the 
Torah scrolls are called pomegranates 
(rimonim). 

All women who commit an 

individual gift of  $1,800 - $4,999 to the 
Jewish Federation’s Annual Campaign 
are part of  the Pomegranate Society.
Being part of  the Pomegranate 
Society is a declaration of  your 
personal commitment to honor 
traditional Jewish values of  justice 
(tzedek) and acts of  loving kindness 
(gemilut hesed).
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Every Other Wednesday: Café Europa

We Want Your
Passover Pictures!

Save the Date: May 20
Annual Meeting

Graduating? 

Bea Weisz Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Don’t miss the 2019 Annual Meeting

Announcing the Federation’s Annual Meeting! 

Send in high school and college graduation 
announcements for the June Jewish Voice! 

Email to thevoice@jfedelpaso.org 
no later than Monday, May 13.

Applications are being accepted for the Bea Weisz 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  It was the wish of Ms. Weisz 
that proceeds from the fund would be given to a needy 

and worthy Jewish college student(s) in El Paso to enable 
him or her to pursue his or her studies. 

The scholarship was established in 2001.
 

Applications must be received on or before May 15, 2019 
for distribution by August 1, 2019. 

Applications are available online at www.jewishelpaso.org

Mark your calendars now for the 82nd Annual Meeting 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater El Paso. 

• Come out to celebrate our Jewish community: 
no outside speaker, no fundraising! 

• See a video summary of the past year’s 
Federation grants and programming.

• Congratulate new members of the Federation Board and the 
Bernard and Florence Schoichet Leadership Award winner

Watch the May Jewish Voice and the weekly El Paso Star email 
for location and details. 

April 3 - Birthdays Celebration
April 17 - Rabbi Levi Greenberg, Passover and Shmura Matzot
May 1 - Etamar Bhastekar, UTEP track star from Israel, 
Yom Hazikaron/ Yom Ha’atzmaut
May 15 - Birthdays Celebration
May 29 - Dr.Ophra Leyser-Whalen, UTEP sociology 
professor, “Gerontology: What Social Scientists Study 
about Aging”
June 12 - Birthdays Celebration
June 26 - Dragonfly Songs with Alison Westermann, 
accompanied by Emil Chaparro

The Jewish Federation invites older members of the Jewish 
community to Borderland’s Café Europa for a Kosher/vegetar-
ian lunch and learning at the Federation’s offices from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday. Come join the fun! 

Send in a photo of YOUR Passover table – and you’ll be entered to win a free seat* 

on the bus for the May 9 Women’s Road Trip to the Pink Store! 

Email a clear photograph (without people) to thevoice@jfedelpaso.org by 

Thursday, April 25. *If you already qualify to go on the road trip with your 

2019 donation of $360 or more, invite a friend to come with you!

One photograph will appear in the 2020 Jewish Voice

Passover Issue. Next year: Your table on the cover!

TEXAS NEURODIAGNOSTIC, HEADACHE
& SLEEP DISORDERS CENTER, P.A.

BORIS KAIM, M.D. F.A.A.N., FAASM
Board Certified in Neurology, Psychiatry and Sleep Medicine

PRACTICE LIMITED TO CONSULTIVE NEUROLOGY,
PSYCHIATRY, ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY,

NERVE CONDUCTION, EMG, SLEEP DISORDERS,
AND TESTING FOR DIABETIC NEUROPATHIES.

2311 N. Mesa, Bldg. F • El Paso, Texas 79902
Phone: (915) 544-6400

Include a high quality, high resolution headshot 
and 100 words or less about the graduate. 
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